
 
Staying Safe and Sending Students to School! 

 
With the onset of the COVID 19 pandemic, we suddenly found ourselves dealing with many emotions 
and changes, both at home and in keeping in touch with our students and the many challenges that they 
faced as the virus started to emerge on the continent of Africa and in Nairobi, Kenya’s capital and largest 
city.   
 
Similar to other African countries, Kenya has suffered great loss and hardship due to many illnesses. HIV 
being the most known, but other illnesses as well that include tuberculosis, intestinal parasites, malaria, 
H1N1, and severe acute malnutrition being equally as threatening.  The thought of yet another 
pandemic for this area was very concerning indeed. 
 
The Kenyan government acted swiftly however to lock down the country by restricting travel and 
imposing curfews and by providing instructions on how to help reduce the numbers of COVID-19 cases.   
 
 

 
 
As a precautionary measure and as a result of COVID-19 cases growing in other parts of Kenya, our 
students were sent home from school in March and will not be returning until January 2021.  They had 
already started their school year, thanks to the kind donations of our supporters, and await the return 
to the classroom (all going well) in January.  We are encouraging the students to continue with their 
studies while they are away from their classrooms, so they are ready to go next year!  Unlike our 
students in Canada, online courses are just not an option for this community. 
 
Great news is that your student sponsorship dollars will be held for the students to re-commence their 
studies next year, however funds that were released to cover the students for their first semester have 
been spent for that semester, and we must replace these funds in order to provide for their full year of 
schooling re-starting in January 2021. 
 
As we ourselves were practicing social distancing, many of our events were, of course, an impossibility 
which left us scratching our heads in order to address next year’s funding needs.  It was at this point that 
Kathy and I (like our seamstresses in Matoso) decided to start making masks in order to raise the 
necessary funds.  We are now keeping people safer while supporting our students!  Our masks are made 
from double layer cotton and pass the candle test.  You may order them in your favourite colours, 
themes, with elastic or with straps, and we have made everything from your favourite sports teams, to 

Lalmba Association (USA) also went into quick action and 
staff began teaching our communities in both Matoso, 
Kenya and the Agaro Bushi, Ethiopia, about social 
distancing, handwashing and the wearing of masks.  We 
are very thankful to date, as there have not been any cases 
of COVID 19 in either of our locations which we primarily 
attribute to the remoteness of our locations in each 
country.  Our fingers are crossed that this continues… 
 



 
unicorns, cartoon characters, and more! When we make the ones from the material we brought back 
from Matoso, our hearts grow all the more, and these masks are truly a piece of art.  
 
 

 
 
We would love to make them for all of our supporters too.   Masks are just $10 and as always, all funds 
will go directly to cover our student’s education.  If you would like to place an order please contact us at 
bevhooper@lalmba.ca or kathymoore@lalmba.ca and we would be pleased to take your order!   
 
If you would also like to order masks for your organization or children’s school, please let us know the 
colour preference and numbers.  Please also watch for our Breast Cancer Awareness masks that we will 
be making in time for October – Breast Cancer Awareness Month, where we will also be donating half of 
the proceeds to the Canadian Cancer Society.  A great way to support two charities and keep yourself 
and others safe – Breast Cancer Awareness masks will sell for $20. 
 

Watch for Lalmba Canada’s new website which will be launching soon! 
www.lalmba.ca 

 
 
 


